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WELCOME TO JA INSPIRE 

Your education and skills will enable you to succeed in whatever career you 

choose. Once you know your career options, you can work toward them.  

Get Inspired!  JA Inspire unites schools in our community with local businesses. 

The goal is to help inspire you to envision future career possibilities. 

 

The first step includes in-class activities to get prepared. Then you’ll participate 

in the JA Inspire event, where you’ll see careers in action.  You will also have 

access to JA Inspire Virtual in which you can use before and after the event. 

The JA Inspire event is an interactive experience that introduces you to a 

variety of local career opportunities. JA Inspire lets you interact with business 

representatives, see work equipment, and participate in hands-on activities 

from companies in our region. You can interact with volunteers from local 

companies and see connections between these careers and high school 

program options. You may one day seek a job at one of these companies! 

Educational institutions, government, and other organizations may also be 

represented among the career stations. 

How Do I Use This Booklet? 
• The activities will help you prepare to get the most out of the event.  

• To keep notes from your interactions with others while at the event: 
o Interview at least two stations from your top career matches. 
o Visit at least one station from the Top 10 Hot Careers in SD (page 6). 
o Visit at least one education station.  

• You will receive a lanyard and event card to wear during the event.  You 
will write your name and school on the front of the card.  On the back of the 
card, you will write down your plan for visiting stations.  At the event, you’ll 
get stamps (on the back of the card) from the stations you visit for a chance 
to win one of three gift cards. (JA will collect the lanyards and cards at the 
end of the event.)  

 

In-person Event Agenda 

Location:  Sioux Falls Convention Center 

Date: Tuesday, February 15, 2022 

Student Arrival:   

Student Departure:   

Bus Number:   
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Bonus Resources:  
Accessing JA Inspire Virtual  

 
Website: https://jainspiresd.vfairs.com/     

 

Login Email: ________________________________________________  

(Schools will have login information for students.) 

 
 

Outside the Lobby:  Click on the doors to enter the Virtual Event!  

Virtual Lobby:  The lobby is your entrance point and provides access to other 

parts of the site:  

• Exhibit Hall – Enter the exhibit hall to visit the career stations. 

• Career Cluster Icons – Takes you to the first career station within that 

cluster.  

• Company Banners – Takes you directly to the career station for this 

company.  These companies helped make this event possible!  

• Auditorium – Listen to welcome messages from our sponsors! 

• Search Box – Enter the name of the career or business you would like 

to visit.  

• Backpack – This is where you access saved documents that you find 

helpful so you can review or share them later.  While exploring career 

booths, click + Backpack beside the document or video you want to 

save.  After the event, you can email the items in your backpack to your 

email address.  

Career Booths:  Information within each career station has been provided by 

the company/organization.  The information will vary, but most career stations 

include: 

• Description – Brief description of the company.  

• Videos – Videos that showcase the career and business.  These can 

be saved to your backpack.  

• Documents – Information that can be saved to your backpack.  Most 

booths will have a “Day in the Life” document that describes the day in 

the life of people who work in that career.  

• Banners – sometimes if you click on a banner it will take you to a 

website or additional information.  

• Links – a variety of resources to explore!  
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VIDEO NOTES – Developing a Career Plan: 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

 

16 CAREER CLUSTERS 

A career cluster is a grouping of jobs and industries related to skills and 

products.  Below are the 16 Career Clusters.  This is not a full list, but 

rather provides some examples of jobs that fall within the cluster.  Also, not 

all these jobs will be featured at the JA Inspire event.   
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 CAREER MATCH EXPLORATION 

 

Directions:  

1. Log into your SDMyLife powered by Xello account. 

2. Click on “Matchmaker” under the “About Me” section.  

3. Using those results, research your top three matches. 

4. Log onto the virtual JA Inspire platform: https://jainspiresd.vfairs.com 
(log in information provided by your teacher)  

5. Learn about the businesses and careers attending the in-person JA 
Inspire event on Tuesday, February 15th.  

 

 
 
Match #1 
 

Career_________________________________________________________  
 
Salary________________ Education_______________ Demand___________ 

Why is this a good match?__________________________________________ 

Similar Careers___________________________________________________ 

Career Cluster_________________________________________________ 

Other notes of Interest_____________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Questions I have about this job______________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
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Match #2 
 

Career_________________________________________________________  
 
Salary________________ Education_______________ Demand___________ 

Why is this a good match?__________________________________________ 

Similar Careers___________________________________________________ 

Career Cluster_________________________________________________ 

Other notes of Interest_____________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Questions I have about this job______________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Match #3 
 

Career_________________________________________________________  
 
Salary________________ Education_______________ Demand___________ 

Why is this a good match?__________________________________________ 

Similar Careers___________________________________________________ 

Career Cluster_________________________________________________ 

Other notes of Interest_____________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Questions I have about this job______________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
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TOP 10 HOT CAREERS  
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VIDEO NOTES - Interacting to Learn:__________________ 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

 
 
SOFT SKILLS 
Responsibility, Perseverance, Initiative, Leadership, Other: __________ 
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 
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ELEVATOR PITCH GUIDE 
 

Use the following questions to prepare ideas for your elevator pitch: 

Your Name: _______________  Grade: _________  School:_______________ 

What interests you? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

What are you good at doing? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

The dream job you would like to have: 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

Skills that you have that could contribute to that job: 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

What is one thing people should know about you? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

If you asked a friend, how would he or she describe you? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 
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Write your pitch: 
_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 
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VIDEO NOTES - Asking the Right Questions:___________ 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 
 

SAMPLE QUESTIONS 
 

About the Company 

• What type of person is successful in your company? 

• How many hours do you work each week? 

• Are there opportunities for raises and promotions at your company? 

• Do most people work alone or in teams? 

• How does your employer differ from its competitors?  
 

About the Job 

• What education or skills are required for your job? 

• What can I do today to begin preparing for a job like yours? 

• How do you use time-management skills in your job? 

• How has this job changed since the time you started in it? Has technology 

impacted it?  

• What do employers look for in young job seekers?  
 

About the Volunteer 

• Why did you choose this career? How did you get started? 

• What is the coolest thing you have ever done at work? 

• What do you like most about your job? 

• What daily tasks do you perform at your job? 

• What types of things were you interested in during high school?  
 

About the Career Cluster 
 

• What other careers or industries could you work in with your education and 

experience?  

• What are some of the entry-level jobs in your career area? 

• What is a typical starting salary for an entry-level position? 

• What type of on-the-job training do most companies offer? 

• What types of summer jobs or internships could I seek out to gain more 

experience?  
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JA INSPIRE DOS AND DON’TS 
 

Similar to a Job Interview, consider these dos and don’ts as you 

prepare for the JA Inspire Event. 

 

Do Don’t 

 

• Get a good night’s sleep. 

• Remember that first 

impressions matter. 

• Have a positive attitude. 

• Make eye contact. 

• Smile. 

• Dress nicely. Check your 

appearance in a mirror. 

• Leave cell phones & all 

other digital devices at 

home. 

• Be able to show that you 

know about the company 

or why you are interested 

in the industry. 

• Offer a firm handshake. 

• Get to the point. Express 

thoughts clearly & simply. 

• If you are asked a 

question, answer briefly. 

Don’t ramble on. 

 

 

• Don’t be late. 

• Don’t chew gum. 

• Don’t wear sunglasses 

or headgear, such as a 

hat or bandana. 

• Don’t be sarcastic or 

disrespectful. 

• Don’t mumble, slouch, 

or twitch. 

• Don’t criticize your 

teachers, fellow 

students, or former 

employers. 

• Don’t use a cell phone 

or other digital device. 
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CAREER STATION INTERVIEW #1 
 

Company/Career:_________________________________________________ 

Person being interviewed:__________________________________________ 
 

THINGS TO REMEMBER 

Make eye contact.   Introduce yourself.  Take notes.  Speak up, speak clearly 

 

Questions to Consider:  

1. What is an average day like in this career? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What skills are needed to do this job? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

3. What sort of education beyond high school is needed for this job? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

4. What kind of advice can you give to a person my age about choosing a 

career?  

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

5. (Your own Question)  

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 
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CAREER STATION INTERVIEW #2 
 

Company/Career:_________________________________________________ 

Person being interviewed:__________________________________________ 
 

THINGS TO REMEMBER 

Make eye contact.   Introduce yourself.  Take notes.  Speak up, speak clearly 

 

Questions to Consider:  

1. What is an average day like in this career? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What skills are needed to do this job? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

3. What sort of education beyond high school is needed for this job? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

4. What kind of advice can you give to a person my age about choosing a 

career?  

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

5. (Your own Question)  

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 
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CAREER STATION INTERVIEW #3 
 

Company/Career:_________________________________________________ 

Person being interviewed:__________________________________________ 
 

THINGS TO REMEMBER 

Make eye contact.   Introduce yourself.  Take notes.  Speak up, speak clearly 

 

Questions to Consider:  

1. What is an average day like in this career? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What skills are needed to do this job? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

3. What sort of education beyond high school is needed for this job? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

4. What kind of advice can you give to a person my age about choosing a 

career?  

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

5. (Your own Question)  

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 
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EDUCATION VIDEOS 

 

 

School:______________________________________________ 
 

Video Notes: 
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

School:______________________________________________ 
 

Video Notes: 
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

School:______________________________________________ 
 

Video Notes: 
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 
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POST EVENT - PERSONAL REFLECTION 
 

 

 

1. What are the top three things you will share with your 

parent/guardian after JA Inspire? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What surprised you the most about the careers you explored?  

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

3. What is something you learned you didn’t previously know 

about one of the careers you explored? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 
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4. What are the next steps you need to take in order to obtain the 

career you would like to have someday? 

 

a. High school classes you should consider?_____________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

b. Where could you volunteer to gain experience? ________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

c. Is there a company you’d be interested in securing a job shadow or 

internship during high school? ______________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

d. What education is required beyond high school? Where might you 

want to attend? _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
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Additional websites to explore on your own: 

https://connect.ja.org/  

Explore careers, interests and abilities, create a resume, etc.  

www.jasd.org/inspire  

Links to Companies that are sponsoring Career Stations  

 

http://dlr.sd.gov/hotcareers 

See all 30 Hot Careers in SD and access additional information 

 

https://www.bls.gov/ooh/occupation-finder.htm 

Explore hundreds of jobs!  Filter by Education, Demand, Pay, etc.  

https://connect.ja.org/
http://www.jasd.org/inspire
http://dlr.sd.gov/hotcareers
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/occupation-finder.htm


 

 

JA would like to extend a special thank you to the partners 

below who helped make JA Inspire possible! 

Title Sponsor: 

 

  

Major Sponsors: 

   

 

Career Sector Sponsors:   

                                                                                              

    

           

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

www.jasd@ja.org 

http://www.jasd@ja.org

